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E&ioropavrag Tnv epwtiki] kat ovl{vyiks {wij Tov Aéovrog XT':
CUOKOTIOELS Kot CUYKXADYELG XTIO TOVG XPYHTEG THG

Ou awoBnuatikés kat yauniieg mepnéteieg tov Agovrog XT' amaoyoAnoav
Bulavtiv) avln emti oelpd eTwv Kal Tpokdheaay pr&n ot OxXEoELG TG TOALTEIAG e TNV
Exx\noia, divovtag ) Svvaromta otnv Ayia Edpa va mapéufel wg avBevtia oe
{nripata G Kovotavtivodmodng. And v dAAn mAevpd, NYELPAV ETLOTNUOVIKEG
ov(ntoeg petafd twv Pulavrivoddywv katd tnv mOAOTAELPN TPOCEYYLOT TOV
Bépatog NG TeTapToyapiag.
H 6An vnobeon eixe mowkila emakdlovBa ot ovyxpovia g aAld kat Katd T
VEOTEPN EMOXN T €pevva avalnTd akoun amavtioels oe avolktd {ntuata. H
AUPLTAAAVTEVON KAl OLXVA apnXavia TV ENOTNUOVWY oPeileTat ev UEpel O peilova
Bépata mov TPOKANETE 1) AVTILETATILOE O {BL0G 0 AVTOKPATOPAG, EMOVUWVTAG APEVOG
va eEaopalioel dppeva dtddoxo yta tov Bpovo kal aeTépov va amoravoEL, [e VOULHO
TPOTO, TWV EPWTA TOL Yla pia ek Twv ov(dywv Tov. E€attiag piag oelpdg alvottehwv
EVEPYELWV TOV, OE OPIOUEVEG ATIO TIG OTIOIEG EEAVAYKATTIKE VA CUVALVECEL, EVETAAGKN
oe uia divn, xwpig va givat duvatov va anodeopevbei akwpPntoc.
Opwg ot ovyypageic mov eflotopnoav ) Pactheia tov AéovTog, ya Adyovg mov
oxetiCoviaw pe To KAEoG Kar Tn @nun G pakedovikng SvvaoTeiag, amékpuyav
yeyovota, dAla ovokoTloav, evw oe dAa, TEAOG, mapamoinoav 1 ovykdAvyav
ovouwdn orouxeia.
Zto miaioto NG avakoivwong Ba mapovolaoTtovy adla@avr) Kol TapAmAAVITIKA
onueia TWV agnynoewy Twv Tecodpwyv yapwv tov Agovtog XT', aitepa UdAoTa
TOV TPWTOL YAUOL TOL UE Tr OLo@avw Kal TNG epWTIKNG OXEONG TOL pe N Zwn
Zao0t(n. Ipokewévov va emixelpndei 1 okaypagnon g otopikng alnbetag Ba
nponynOei 1 AmoOTEPA ALTIOAOYNONG TNG ECKEUUEVNG AOPLOTIAG, EANEINTIKOTITAG Kol
acd@elag pe TNV omoia ot evrododoyor tov Kwvotavrivov Z', agnynnkav v

epwTIKN (w1} TOL TTATTTIOY TOL EVTOAEX TOVG.



EWdikotepa, 6cov agopd tn Oeopavw, kabwg LOTOPKOL Kat xpovoypagol eival
eldwhol oTIg TANpoYopieg yla TN (wr| TNG KAt OL AVAPOPEG GTOV YAUO KAl OTNV KOLVT
{wn NG pe Tov avtokpdtopa eival evixpés, Ba yivel andmelpa va cupminpwdodv ta
Kevd armo dvo ayohoyikd keipeva, tov Bio g ayiag @gopavois kat Tov Bio tov
natpldpxn EvQupiov. Me dedopéva ta mpoPAnuata OV TPOKAAEL OTOV LOTOPLIKO TO
OovYKeKpLUEVO Kelnevikod eidog, Ba ovlntnbel n opbotnta 1 n aknbogdveia Twv
TANPOPOPLOV, TIOL TIapéXel Kupiwg To Keipevo tov Biov tng Ogoavovg kat
devTepevdVTWG eKkeivo TOV TATPLAPXT).

Xty mepintwon G Zwng Zaovtln, mapd to yeyovog otL 1 npwida tov dedTepov
AUTOKPATOPLKOD yapov vrrpe kupiapxo mpoowmno otn {wi Tov AéovTtog, TovTo dev
ATMOTUTIWVETAL (L€ EVAPYELA ATIO TOVG GLYYPAPEIG, OTO TAAIOLO TAVTA TNG OKIAOTG TWV
YOUAALWV TEEPLTETELDY TOV NYEROVA AAAG KAl TNG LOTOPIAG TNG OLKOYEVELAG TNG KAl TOV
akptBoig pohov mov péAN g Stadpapdrtioay otig ToATikEG e§ehiEels.

Kat yia tov devtepo yapo tov Aéovtog T, tnv emo@pdayion evog deapov, o omoiog
el €tn epnodioTnke AOyw TMOAMTIK@OV OKOTIUOTATWY Kal TPOCWTIKWY EMAOYWV TOV
Baoikeiov A’, oL mnyég dev eivan diaitepa dtapwTioTikés, yU avto Ba emxelpnOei n
avaoLOTAoN TNG TOpEiag NG epwWTIKNG OXEong tov veapov Aéovrog XT' pe 1
ZaoOtCava, amd tn yéveon kat v evOUVAUWOT TG £wg TNV evtuyh kKatdAnén oto
yapo xat v dwpn An&n tov pe tov Bavato g Zwng. HapddAnha Ba avaderyBei o
onuaivoy polog avtig g oxéong {wng tov avtokpdtopa otny emPiwon Tng
nakedovikng Suvaoteiag.

Ot Tpitog Kal TETApTOG YApoL gixav T Sikr TOVG LOTOpiA, WOTOCO OL CLYYPAPEIS OF
ekeivov, pue v Evdoxia Baiavn dev agiépwoav mapd eAdXLOTEG YPapEG OTA Kelpeva
ToVG. O TéTapTog LVTIPEE AVTIKEIIEVO EVATXOANOT] TOUG OTO HETPO TIOL APOPOVCE 0T
voppomoinon tov Sadoxov Kal TNV amalolpr Tov &yovg mov vmrpXe kivduvog va

ovvodevel 1600 Tov idlo Tov Kwvatavtivo Z' 600 kat T duvaoteia 6T0 6OVONO TNG.

Aégeig-khedua: tetaptoyapia, aodnuatikég mepuételeg, pakedovikn Svvaoteia -

Aéwv 2T - giopaxedovikn ypappateia



Recounting the love and married life of Leo VI: obfuscations and cover-ups

by its narrators

The emotional and marital adventures of Leo VI preoccupied the Byzantine court for
many years and caused a rupture in relations between the state and the Church,
enabling the Holy See to intervene as an authority in Constantinople. On the other
hand, they raised scientific debates among Byzantine scholars in their multifaceted
approach to the issue of tetragamy.

The matter had a variety of aftermaths in its contemporaneity, but even in modern
times research is still seeking answers to open questions. The ambivalence and often
perplexity of scholars is partly due to major issues raised or confronted by the
emperor himself, wishing both to secure a male heir to the throne and to enjoy, in a
legitimate manner, his love for one of his wives. Because of a series of wrongful
actions, to some of which he was forced to consent, he was caught up in a whirlpool,
unable to extricate himself unscathed.

But the writers who narrated the reign of Leo, for reasons related to the prestige and
reputation of the Macedonian dynasty, concealed facts, obscured some, and in others,
finally, falsified or concealed essential elements.

In the context of this presentation opaque and misleading aspects of the narratives of
the four marriages of Leo VI will be presented, especially his first marriage to
Theophano and his love affair with Zoe Zaoutzi. In order to attempt to outline the
historical truth, an effort will be preceded to justify the deliberate vagueness,
incompleteness and ambiguity with which the representatives of Constantine VII
narrated the love life of their principal’s grandfather

In particular, regarding Theophano, since historians and chronographers are sparing
in their information about her life and references to her marriage and common life
with the emperor are scanty, an attempt will be made to fill the gaps from two
hagiographical texts, the Life of Saint Theophano and the Life of Patriarch Euthymius.

Given the problems that this particular textual genre poses for the historian, the



accuracy or plausibility of the information provided by the text of the Life of
Theophano and, to a lesser extent, that of the patriarch will be discussed.

In the case of Zoe Zaoutzi, despite the fact that the heroine of the second imperial
marriage was a dominant figure in Leo's life, this is not accurately portrayed by the
authors, always in the context of the shading of the ruler's wedding adventures, but
also of the history of her family and the precise role that its members played in
political developments.

And for Leo VI's second marriage, the sealing of a bond that for years was blocked by
political expediency and the personal choices of Basil I, the sources are not
particularly illuminating, Therefore, an attempt will be made to reconstruct the course
of the young Leo VI's love affair with Zautzaina, from its genesis and strengthening to
its happy ending in marriage and its untimely termination with the death of Zoe. At
the same time, the important role of this life relationship of the emperor in the
survival of the Macedonian dynasty will be highlighted.

The third and fourth marriages had their own history, yet the authors devoted only a
few lines to this one, with Eudokia Baiani, in their texts. The fourth was the object of
their preoccupation in so far as it concerned the legitimisation of the heir and the
removal of the sainthood which was in danger of accompanying both Constantine VII

himself and the dynasty as a whole.
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