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Avtokpatopiki e§ovoia otnv Talatodoyeia nepiodo. H 'Edykpioig madlaiwv apyoviwv
ka1 véov, Tov vuvv avtokpatopos [Mavovil Iladaioddyov]’ Tov Anuntpiov Xpvoolwpa

ITepiAnyn: H elonynon emixelpel pa mpooéyylon otny avtokpatoptkn Wdeohoyia tng
modatoAoyelag emoxng pe Pdon to pnropikd kKeipevo tov Anuntpiov Xpuvoolwpd
«ZVYKpLOIG Tadaiwy apyOvIwy KoL véov TOv VUV avTokpdTopog». H malaloloyela
nepiodog xapaktnpifetar amd T ovvageta petafd mohttikng kat maideiog, MmOV
ATOTUTIWVETAL OTLG PNTOPLKEG SPACTNPLOTNTEG TWV AOYIWV TNG AVTOKPATOPIKNAG AVANG
otv Kovotavtivovnodn, otig avtihfyelg yia tnv e§ovaia, kat o€ avto mov Bewpovvtav
TO KATAANAO oVOTNHA APETWY.

2tn Zoyxpion ovvdlaléyovtatl 0o onpaivovoeg TPOCWTIKOTNTEG. ATO TN i
évag avtokpatopag, o MavounA ITadatohdyog, amodéktng MOAWY eYKWUIAOTIKWY
Aoywv and emgaveig pitopeg. Madli tov acxoAndnkav ovk oAiyol xpovoypagot,
LOTOPLKOL, AOYLOL, GUYXPOVOL Kol HETAYEVETTEPOL TOV, e§AiPOVTAG TNV TPOCWTIKOTNTA,
TIG APETEG KAl TA Xapiopatd Tov. AT Tnv AAAn, évag AOYLOG Kal prTOpag 0TV avAn
Tov MavovnA, o Anprtpiog XpuooAwpdg, £va TPOCWTO TOL SIKALWUATIKA AVIKEL OTNV
TIVEVUATIKT, TOALTIKT] Kol €KKANOLAOTIKY LoTOpiat TNG VoTepng PulavTiviig emoxng.
Oikeiog Kat TOTOG VITOOTNPIKTHG TOV AVTOKPATOPA, LLE TOV OTI0I0 OLVIEETAL PIAIKA KOl
potpdlovrtar moAN& kowva evdiagépovta, o A. XpuooAwpds Tov a@lepwvel £va
ONUAVTIKO  EYKWUIAOTIKO €pyo  OTO TAAiO0 TNG PNTOPLKO-TIOAITIKAG  TOV
dpaotnprotnTag, xpnoonoiwvrag tn uébodo TG oVYKPLONG, AVATTOOTIAOTO KOHUATL
NG EAANVIKNG pNTOPLIKNG TTApAS0ons.

O A. Xpvoolwpdg 0To TmAaicto NG TpoPoArG TOL APLOTOV NYEUOVA TNG ETTOXNG
TOV OUYKpPiVEL TOV QINO TOL AUTOKPATOPA e TIPOTYOUUEVOVG LOTOPIKOVG NYETEG Kat
eykwalel v mpoowmnikdTnTa Tov Mavounh wg pealtotr mOATkoV, Paciiéa-
@IAOGOPOV, LKAVOL OTPATNYOV, YOVIHOU TEMAOEVHEVOL OVYYpagéa. AvapépeTal oTa
aveEavtAnTa xapiopata Tov Mavouvn mov tov avadeikvoovy motpéva Aawv, 0eoddyo,
elpnvomold, Kat eoTdlel otn QINAVOpwnn OTAOT TOV TPOG TOVG VTNKOOLG TOV.
AmnapiOuel Tig Baothikég apeTég Tov, TNV €VoEPela, TN Yvworn Kat coeia, Tn dikatoovvn
Kal TO OIKOVHEVIKO Tvevpa. Ilapovotdlet tov Savikd avtokpdtopa tovilovtag tov
n0tko Tov YapakTpa kal KAvel laiTepn Hveia 0TO XAPLOUQA THG UETPLOTHTOG.

O A. Xpuvoohwpdg oklaypagei To Tepiypappa €vog Aaplotov  Pacthid,
ovvdLALovTag eMIXELpTiHaTa TOALTIKA, KOovwvikd kat Beoloytkd, kat pixvovtag wg oe
ddpopeg MTUXEG TNG LoTOPiag, TNG TMOALTIKAG Kat Olaitepa 0TV €VVOLOAOYnon NG
VO TEPOPLLAVTIVIG AV TOKPATOPLKNG tOE0NOYiAG.

Agkerg-kheldd:  Avtokpatopikry tdeohoyia, Mavounh ITadatodyog, Anurtplog
XpuooAwpdg, Pacthkeg apeTég



Imperial power in the Palaiologan period. The «Comparison of ancient rulers and
new, of the current emperor [Manuel Palaiologos]» by Demetrios Chrysoloras

Summary: The paper attempts an approach to the imperial ideology of the Palaiologan
era based on Demetrios Chrysoloras' rhetorical text "Comparison of ancient rulers and
new". The Palaiologan period is characterized by the relationship between politics and
education, which is reflected in the rhetorical activities of the literati in the imperial
court of Constantinople, in the perceptions of power, and to what constituted the
proper system of virtues.

In the Comparison, two influential personalities converse. On the one hand, an
emperor, Manuel Palaiologos, was the addressee of many laudatory speeches by
eminent orators. Many chroniclers, historians and scholars praise his personality,
virtues and talents. On the other hand, a scholar and rhetorician at Manuel's court,
Demetrios Chrysoloras, a person who rightfully belongs to the spiritual, political and
ecclesiastical history of the late Byzantine era. An oikeios and loyal supporter of the
emperor, with whom he shares many common interests, D. Chrysoloras dedicates to
him an important encomiastic work in the frame of his rhetorical-political activity,
using the method of comparison, an integral part of the Greek rhetorical tradition.

D. Chrysoloras, in the context of promoting the excellent ruler of his time,
compares his friend, emperor Manuel, with previous historical rulers and praises the
personality of Manuel as a realist politician, king-philosopher, capable military man,
prolific educated writer. It refers to Manuel's inexhaustible gifts that make him a
shepherd of peoples, a theologian, a peacemaker, and focuses on his philanthropic
attitude towards his subjects. He enumerates his royal virtues, piety, knowledge and
wisdom, justice and the ecumenical spirit. It presents the ideal emperor by emphasizing
his moral character and makes special reference to the gift of mediocrity.

D. Chrysoloras outlines the profile of an excellent emperor, combining political,
social and theological arguments, and shedding light on various aspects of history,
politics and especially the conceptualization of the late Byzantine imperial ideology.
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